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A GLANCE AT THE “MORMONS,” THEIR OPPONENTS AND 
WOULD-BE REFORMERS ! 


BY ELDER NEPHI PRATT. 


NE of the strangest things connected with the history of the Latter-day’ 
Saints, is the fear which seems to inspire those who seek to oppose and 
persecute them. People who appear to have sound judgment in the dis- 
eussion of every other subject, can scarcely talk or write about Mormonism” 
without informing the world thet something qught immediately to be done 
with the “Mormons;” that measures should at once be adopted for their 
suppression; that they are growing in numbers, wealth and power; that they 
are no longer confining themselves to Utah Territory, but are rapidly filling 
up the surrounding States and Territories, in which they are growing into a 
formidable power. Talmage, the great New York preacher, in a, loeture 
} n some time since, filled with the most violent abuse, declared uur 
increase by immigration and births to be something alarming, and solemnly 
warned the nation that if some measures were not resorted to for our de- 
_straction, futuro its safety would be jeopardized by us, 
bigoted and samge who has sought te lash the mation 
against. the Latter ay Saints, has raised thia kind of war-whoap, 
‘though 9 great nation, numbering fifty millions, could. possibly be endangéred 
by 8 people, however treasonably inclined, so few in numbers, so obscure.agd 
unpopalar ag we are! Such drivelling and idiotie ideas ought to entitle their 
to the everlasting obscurity for which they are so eminently. fitted. 
Muy do they not argne that an elephant ought to be afraid of a mouse. This 
is no mare absurd than the accusation is untrue that the Mormons” are dis- 
loyat.. Ia 1846.7, we fled from the inhuman butcheries of Christian: moboersts. 
Filleged, robbed, homeless, friendleas, unpitied, we wandered over the plains, 
_ braving the raging storms of winter, and enduring, snaheltered,:the peroking 
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heat of the summer sun. In sorrow and in tears we had appealed to courts, 
to legislative budies, to Congress, aud, finally, to the President of the United 
States, for a redress of the terrible wrongs which had been inflicted upon us. 
Our prayers were unheeded, our despoilers unpu nished, and we per force 
driven from homes bought with our money, 47 by our labor, and 
sanctified by the graves of our dead. 
pe our exodus under these aggravating circumstances, this govern- 
eng, whose chief-magistrate had heartlessly answered oue of ou petitions 
with ‘Your cause is just, but I can do nothing for you,” solicited u for 500 
men to fight the battles of our country against Mexico. We furnished them 
without a murmnr. Was this an act of disloyalty? When the Mormon’ 
pioneers entered the valley of the great Salt Lake, their first act was to un- 
furl from a neighboring mountain peak the beloved emblem of our country’s 
glory—the grand old flag. They even took possession of this land, then in 
dispute between Mexico and the United States, in the name of their country. 
Did this appear like disloyalty? When we,,in those early days, organized a 
_ provisional government, and knocked at the door of Congress for admission 
into the Union as a State, did it look like disloyalty? If we were disloyal, 
why did we duting the war of the rebellion, at our country's call, send com- 
panies of men to protect the mail route across the continent from Indian 
depredations? Why are we taught to revere our country next to our God? 
To look upon our flag as the emblem of liberty? To consider America as 
the asylum for the down-trodden aud oppressed of all nations 1 Why, if we 
\ are disloyal, are ws taught from infancy that the Constitution of our country: 
was inspired of God These are the teachings that the ‘so-called “ as Mormons” 
give to their children. 
One taing which we are Wehe accused of, we plead guilty to—viz 566. 
cerime of inéreasing in numbers and in Wealth. This is characteristic of the 
1 Latter-day Saints. They will persist in rearing large families of children, 
and in emigrating those who receive their faith ftom every land and from 
every clime. They seem to have so little regard for people who abject’ to 
these things, like Mr. Talmage and other Pharisees, Ran they wilfully: and 
with malice aforethought neglect tö consult the feelings of such pedpile | o on 
these points, and so they continue to purchase land, either from the govern- 
ment or these who have it to sell, to build homes and’ to beautify them by 
- yuneeusing industry, thus turning baron Wastes’ into fruitful 
‘The Lattanday Saints seem to think they have the tight w life and tb 
„pursuit of happiness just like other neople. The older People Among t 
“have been gathered out from the ‘multitudinous ‘weeks of Christendon 
bedocated in the traditions of various nations, having lived under as many 
forms of goverament us there are in the ‘civilized world. ‘Notwithstatding 
the great variety of traditions, and the antagonistic national prejudices ua : 
natural to such heterogeneous throng, the Gospel, vulgarly called 
» Mormonism,” has made them one. It has created 4 harmony among ‘them 
„uch as never has existed among the so-called Christian sécta. They ' haye 
done God, one faith, one baptism,’ and one of ‘call 
“feeling of brotherhood prédominates in their seculat 
Ithem, as communities, to turn rivérs from their natural 
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tion canals; to to erect temples, and 
houses; to cultivate large tracts of land, and build cities in the midst, of 
desolate, forbidding deserts, such as no other people would ever think of 
trying to redeem. By such union this Territory has been reclaimed from a 
desolation indescribable, to a condition of frnitfulness almost unequalled. 
‘These things have been accomplished without the aid of capital—by the 
combined labors of men who have received that spirit which enables them 
to dwell together us brethren.” We have built up about 250 towns and 
eities. In them, with two or three exceptions, there are no gambling dens, 
no brothels, no traffic in shame. When this Territory was inhabited ex- 
| _clusively by Mormon“ people, such crimes as seduction, rape, adultery, 
" profanity, drankenness, etc., existed only in name This unparalleled 
atmosphere of purity is the result of our religion, which not alone makes us 
one, but makes us pure. 

Salt Lake City, the capital of Utah, contains 25,000 inhabitenta, 4,000 of 
‘‘hdm are non-“ Mormons.” Statistics of courts and prisons prove that these 
4.000 non-“ Mormons” furnish 75 per cent. of the criminals of said city. . The 
District Courts there are presided over by non-“ Mormon” judges, appointed 
by the President of the United States. If any one imagines. that these 

Statistics are colored for use by the Mormons,” they can verify the truth of 
them by referring to the records of these District Courts, and to those of the 
‘Penitentiary, which is controled by non - Mormon” United States Marshals. 
Prostitution in Salt Lake and Ogden Cities is of recent importation, This 
and the crimes of gambling and drunkenness, as is invariably the case, were 
co. ineident with the establishment of Christian churches and schools among 
us. These dens of infamy had a hard struggle for existence when first estab- 
dished. The indignation of the “Mormon” people knew no bounds, They 
were raided by the police time and time again, and their inmates brought 
be ore the tribunals of law. Mormon” justices found ample law for the 
in iction of punishment, but all to no purpose. An appeal to a high- 
minded) anti-“ Mormon“ judge, whose pious’ bands were always lifted in 
“'boly horror at the mention of “Mormon” marriage, invariably. resulted in 
' @etting free the harlot, pimp, paramour and rum-seller. Thus these infamous 
Crimes have been fastened upon us, and that, to, by those who are ambitious 
* shine as regenerators and reformers of the Latter-day Saints. 
‘Religious bigots, hireling priests, degraded journalists, frantic lenation 
ne thie ves, unprincipled beggurs in this Territory, who had nothing to 
lose and everything to gain by despoiling tho Mormons,” worked up a 
public opinion against us by lying and intrigue, until the Congress of dur 
ion, urged on by an enraged publie, passed an ex post facto law against us, 
8 injustice of which has not been surpassed in ‘two hundred years by the 
most despotic powers ef Europe. This law punished people for committing 
ts so-called crime ef polygamy, twenty years before the law was made which 
defined it te be à crime. It politically enslaved people, without giving them 
a hearing before the tribunals of their country. It placed them in the hands 
ok men who could and did deprive them of that most sacred right of freemen, 
"the franchise, on mere suspicion ; in short, this law in its operations upon 
thousands of our people, was not alone a law, but acted to. 8 gem, 
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jury aud executioner. Besides these, it provided for fines and imprisonment. 
In the midst of all this the Latter-day Saints, unlike other people, calmly 
awaited a change of sentiment in the hearts of the people of our nation. 
They looked furward to their deliverance with the supreme courage and faith 
that has characterized them in all the hours of darkness and trouble through 
which they have passed, They implicitly trusted in that God who had never 
forsaken them. Their faith in Him was not misplaced. An election took 
place. A Delegate to Congress was wanted. Our anti-“ Mormon” despoilers 
were jubilant. Were not a part of the “Mormons” disfranchised? Were 
there not others who were tired of “Mormon” rule! And the “ Mormon” 
‘women—were they not getting tired of their polygamous bondage? Had not 
the whole nation turned against the Mormon” people in fierce denunciution? 
Would not these circumstances tend soon to dishearten the most hopeful 
among that people? Under such pressure, would not “Mormonism” be a 
thing of the past? Their first blow should be a telling one! They would 
stump the Territory! They would fan the flame of apostasy! Eloquence 
should resound in“ Mormon” halls, and nd its way to wavering hearts, all 
of which would spread terror through the Mormon” ranks, | af 

The greatest efforts were thus put forth. Thousands of people turned out 
to hear them. Thus the expectations of these plotters were raised to the 
highest pitch. 

During these dark and troublous times the voice of the Lord came une 
our loved and venerated chief, instructing and comforting the Church with a 
promise that our enemies should not have power over us. The day of election 

came, the returns of which were for the Mormon” candidate, in round num- 
bers, 23,000; and for the non - Mormon” candidate, 5,000. This was a more 
- complete triumph than wa thought possible. Our enemies were dumb- 

founded. Their amazement at the result was only equalled by their 
chagrin. Following this came the report and recommendation of the Utah 
Commission, that the Edmunds Bill was duing well, and ought to be further 
tried before more legislation should be enacted on the Mormon“ | question- 
To make our triumph e still more complete, the President of the United Sta 
in his Message to Congress, said in substance that the extreme legislation 

recommended by some people against the “ Mormons,” in his opinion 
unnecessary; The recent vile efforts of unprincipled Senators, egged 412 
o disappointed office ·seekers late from Utah, to pass more unconstitutional 
& lews aguinst ds, have proved abortive. Thus has the word of the Lord been 
1:fulfilled ta:the very letter, and His Saints are again triumphant, 
Due people af Gsid in this age know beyond a doubt thas they. belong | 
kiegdom which “will neveri be destroyed aor given to another people“ 
% designs of unprineipled politicians, the venom af religious hypocrites 

loud and vulgar oaths of God-defying infidels, the, cruel, hatred J. tee 
gainblers, thieves, drunkards, busy-bodies;and other, criminals, who have; for 
years hounded us furious with the spirit of unteasoning vengeance, , including 
all individuals or nations who! fight against Zion, shall. surely. fail, and, * 
hall dire to behöld the Saiuts af God ttinumphant over all. their foes, 

In bamitiation‘and defeat! tha whe dppose God shall. fall into 4 e, 


arising in the day of His judgment only to meet eternal disappointment. 
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PREVAILING UN BELIEF. 
—0 


is day is one of great enlightenment. There exist far greater dpportants" 
ties for obtaining knowledge than was the case fifty years ago. This ia due: 
to the better facilities for traveling than formerly, the more speedy transit. 
and the more rapid transmission of thought. But the present generution is: 
no more willing to receive revealed religious trath than was its predecessor. 
It is now cousidered meritorious to be skeptical. It is not easy to perceive 
why this should be so, especially as unbelievers have no promises of reward, 
but directly the opposite, as witness the declaration: “but he that believeth 
not shall be damned” (Mark xvi, 16). If there were any premium offered 
for skepticism, or any inducement held out for unbelief, one might better be 
able to account for the present disposition of men to reject the Gospel. 

But if there exists upon any given subject an element of doubt or of specu- 
lation, such uncertainty will recommend its consideration to the great majority 
of the peuple, Witness with what zeal antiquarians will pursue the slightest 
trace of information from other than a divine source. The historical facts 
relating to the ancient civilization of the American continent were plainly set 
forth in the Book of Mormon, which has now been before the world for fifty- 
three years; but when presented in the form of revelation, although sub- 
atantiated with ample proofs, there was nothing to recommend it to popular 
favor, and it was promptly rejected. 

Oase would have supposed that . scientific. men, in pursuit of information, 
would have welcomed this new ally in the cause of knowledge; but not so, 
although resting upon indisputable testimonies, and agreeing with reasonable 
theories, yet the men of science turned away from it with contempt. They 
have eagerly sought, by the researches of antiquarians, to disprove i its histori- 
cal portions, and in this have been joined by the clergy, in the hope that 
with the downfall of its historical portions the truths of the Gospel it cen- 
tains could likewise be successfully assailed, but all alike have met with 
bitter disappointment, for every new development, ‘every en di- 
covery has only afforded additional prvofs of the truth of the text! 

Why will not religious men accept Gospel truths? Doubtiess — 
like the men of science, they are fond of fine-spun theories on moral auhjeets, 
delighting in matters that are mysterivus and that require explaining, which 
will bring their learning into requisition. Should the Book of Mormon be 
accepted as true, no great learning would be required to understand its pre- 
cepts ; thus would the occupation of the learned priest be gone, and he, per- 
chance, be required to obtain a livelihood in some more useful way than 
. heretofore. For these reasons the clergyman unhesitatingly rejects the Book 
al Mormon and the fullness of the Guspel which it contains. 

Governments and men of wealth advance large sums to extend n 
knowledge in the north, and many expeditions are fitted out to penetrate 
the polar regions, one class furnishiag the money, another class offering their 
lives in this service ; but if it should please the Almighty to reveal the facts 
concerning the north as he did concerming the western continent, beyond all 
doubt, they would be immediately * by the learned and the wen 
world. 
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The infidels are not the only . though they. distinguish them- 
selves by denying many truths that are received by other unbelievers, and 
they glory in their obstinacy; so determined not to be deceived that they 
deny everything sacred, accepting nothing that is not profane, and are at last 
in the most lamentable condition of all, the. helpless victims "of self-deception, 
having added the sin of blasphemy to the other evils that beset them. 1. 

In view of all these things, what wonder that the Lord should have asked, 
as recorded in Luke xviii, 83: Nevertheless, when the Son of Man cometh, 


UTAH NEWS. 


2 Summarised from Territorial Papers. ) 


‘Bathing-i in Salt Lake is now said to be an enjoyable . 

Six of the Logan liquor cases have been disposed of in the First District 
Court at Ogden, among which there were only three convictions. 

An appropriation of $1,500 has been made by the City Council of Salt 
Like City, to E. W. Tullidge, to assist in publishing a history of that city. 

The east half of Emigration Square, Salt Lake City, has been prepared at 
a cust of $1,000 for bycicle racing, base ball games and other athletic sports. 

Tbe Utah Commissioners have issued their rules for the Avgust election. 
The oath prescribed is the same as last year, including the marriage relation 
proviso. 

Bishop J asper Robertson, of Orangeville, Emery County, who had his feet 
frozen while crossing the mountain from Sanpete to his home on the 14th of 
April, will have to lose several of his toes by amputation. 

S. Hill, the adventurer, who married Widow Thurston, of Salt Lake City, 
and decamped with 310,000 of her money, has been arrested and brought 
back to Salt Lake, where he languishes in durance vile, not being able to get 
bail pending his trial. 


S. W. Sears has been elected as director of Z. C. M. L, to fill the vacangy: 
caused by the death of Captain Hooper. Mayor Jennings has resigned his 
office as Superintendent of Z. C. M. I. and T. G. Webber, the present secretary 
of the institution, is mentioned as his probable successor. 


Tbe postmasters of American Fork and Deseret have been removed om 
office for no reason without’ be that they were Mormons,” and s. called 
* Liberals” placed in their stead. The new appointee in American Fork ig 
said to be so poorly qualified for the position that he can but r spell out 
the superscriptions on the letters. 

The Denver and Rio Grande railroad is now completed to Ogden, and the 
Central Pacific Railroad Company is favoring it to the exclusion of the Union 
‘Pacific road. Both freight and passengers are now being booked in California 
for through transit to the east by way of the C. P. and D. & R. G. railroads. The 
‘probability is that this action will hasten the completion of the Salt Lake 
and Western from its present terminus to California. ä 
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Pen D. Hammond & Sons are bah to build a grist mill i in Milbeihe Cache 
unty. 


Pioneer day (July 24th) is to be celebrated in Salt Lake City by two grand 
concerts in the large Tahernacle, Au interesting feature of the progra 
is to be songs and choruses; characteristic of the nations from which 
singers have sprung, in national custume. There will be 12,000 choristers, 
The exercises are to be under the direction of Evan Stephens, and the pro- 
ceeds to be equally divided between his music classes, the Sunday School 
Union and the Deseret Hospital. 


William Adama, of Bluff City, San Juan Co,, writes to the News, as fol- 
lows: “Good health prevails ; prospects are favorable for a large crop this 
season ; the water ditch having been enlarged to double its capacity will, be 
ready in a few days to receive the water. Navajoes are peaceable and going 
into farming, It is very common to see them going home with ahovels, sheep- 
shears, wool cards, etc. Many of our young men are acquiring their languages. 
There is plenty of land for new settlers to make them comfortable homes 


The awards for words and music for hymns, songs, anthems, etc., contributed 
in response to the call of the Deseret Sunday School Union, have been made; 
thirty-two in all, in amonnts varying from $2.00 to $25.00. Evan Stephens 
got ten of the prizes, most of them being for both words and music, the other 
prizes were generally awarded for either words or music depetiitely.’ The 
other successful competitors were A. C. Smyth, L. D. Edwards, H. A. Tuckett, 
5 S. Hansey, L. G. Richards, E. B. Wells, H. W. Naisbitt, J. S. Lewis, J. H. 

Ward, E. Beesley, W. G. Bickley and F. Christensen. 


The Empire -Mill, located in City Creek Kanyon, a short distance from 
Salt Lake City, was burned down on the afternoon of 22nd ult., resulting 
in a loss of $23,500 to the Church, by whom the property was.owned. Brother 
Sud bury, the miller, thinks the fire was of incendiary origin, as it started. in 
the smut room where spontaneous combustion would be im possible. He ussisted 
in arresting a colored man, an escaped prisoner, a short time since, and that 
individual threatened to “get even with him.” This is the only clue yet 
obtained to the perpetratur of the work of destruction. 


Belle Harris, a grand-nieceof Martin Hurris—oneof the to the Book 
of Mormon, a resident of Pinte County, was arrested at Beaver lately, on the 
supposition that she was a polygamous wife, taken before the grand jury and 
catechised as to whether she was married, and if so towhom. She considered 
it a privileged question and refused to answer it, and Judge Twiss adjudged 
her guilty of contempt and sent her to the Penitentiary, a place where con- 
victed criminals of the worst type are incarcerated. Her attorney filed a 
notice of appeal from this decision, and in the meantime the with an — 
in her arms has er taken to prison. 


1 


“a dank note for £5 with the request, ‘‘ Spend it in the ran im the best way you think 
W. May che Lord, who seeth in secret, reward 
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INTUITIVE RECOGNITIONS. 


Ix 4 eien de from President Joseph A. West which: 1 in the 
last number of the Srax, allusion was made to a rather curious fact—he and 
his companions were recognized as “Mormons” by a number of persons on 
the Isle of Wight, where they had only recently landed, and where they sup- 
posed they were entirely unknown, never having visited that part before. 

Wo might be surprised at this if we had not known or heard of so many 
similar circumstances before; but it is quite a common occurrenee. A great 
many of the Elders laboring in this Mission have had occasion to notice cases 
of this kind in their own experience. Elder P. L. Sherner, who arrived here 
a short time since on his way to Scandinavia, remarked also that the Elders 
laboring in the North-Western States of America, where he had been for 
some months, found it quite similar there. 

We are reminded of an instance of this kind that came under our own 
observation a few months since. We arrived ina village i in Hertfordshire 
for the first time late one evening, and the next morning were accosted by a 
man whom we ‘had never seen before, but who evidently knew something 
about us. After a few minutes conversation we inquired how he knew whom 
we were. With a good-natured laugh at the query, he readily admitted that 
he did not know really whom we were—that is, he eould not call us by name, 
but he knew very well n we were as soon as he saw us. Curious to know 
by what method he obtained ‘his information, or what there wis peculiar — 
about a “Mormon” Elder’s' appearance to betray his identity, we pressed him 
for an explanation, but he could give none except that he knew intuitively. 

On inquiring of some of the Saints in phat region, we Jearned that it was 
quite common for the villagers to recognize the Elders as they passed along, 
without ever having seen them before, One man, a farm-hand, who some- 
times entertained the Elders, even declared that dis fellow. workmen would 
occasionally point out to him a couple of men coming along the road in the 
dim distance, too far off for him to recognize them or see how they were 
Aressed, and say to him: There are two of your friends coming!” Sun 
enough, when he would get home he would find that the persons. seen ha 
been ‘‘Mormon” Elders, though possibly strangers to him, and visiting that 
part for the first time, 


If we seek’ for an explaeation of these’ phenomens, we will perhaps not 
‘find any more reasonable than that assigned. by Brother Sheruer, before me- 
tioned. He surmised that the Lord was silently moving upon the minds of 
the people to recognize His servants when sent forth, that they may be left 
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without excuse It they fuil to listen Und 
to'it! He has decreed that this Gospel of the kingdom shall be preached 
in all the world for a witness unto all nations, and then shall the end 
come.” The penalty for rejecting the Gospel and choosing “darkness rathet 
than light” has been plainly set forth. The Savior has also declared, He 
that receiveth whomsoever I send, receiveth Me; and he that receiveth Me 
Teceiveth Him that sent Me.” 

' Carrying the Gospel to the nations of the earth and warning the inhabit- 
iti of the re-establishment of the kingdom of God, and of the near 
approach of His judgments, may seem like very xluw work to the Elders sume- 
times, when they reflect upon the indifference that is manifested towards 
them, how difficult it is to form acquaintances and how few there are who 
will accept of the truth. But they may be accomplishing more than they 
imagine if some unseen power is operating to make known to the people who 
see them the object of their mission. If the people reject an opportunity of 
that kind to learn of the truth, there will come a time when they will be 
required to answer for that rejection as well as for their treatment of the 
as om of the Lord. The Savior has said: 

„When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angele with bim then 
— 5 — and before him shall be gathered all nations: 
nd he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the 
goats: and he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. Then 
shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: for I was an h 
and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink; I was a stranger, and ye 
‘took me in: naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, 
and ye came unto me. Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw 
‘we thee an hungered, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? When saw we thee © 
stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? or when gaw we thee sick, or in 
pro, and came unto thee? And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I 
aay unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye 
rr. Then shall he say also unto them on his left hand, Depart ! 

ine, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels : for I was i 

uve me ho meat; Twas thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: I was 
re ahd ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and 
yo visited me not. Then shall they alse answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an 
hungered, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister 
unto thee? Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye 
did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me. And these Revenge 
everlasting punishment: but the righteous into liſe eternal. 

An evil spirit may perhaps aid in making koown who the Elders are alsa, 
as we find an instance of this kind recorded in the Acts of the Apostles. 
While Paul and Silas were in Macedonia “a certain damsel possessed with a 
Spirit of divination which brought her masters much gain by soothsaying” 
met aud followed them for many days, and ‘cried; “Thesé men are the ber- 
of the most high God which show us the way of salvation.” Pual’s 
patience’ finally became exhausted by her pertinacity, and he said to tiie 
spirit, I couimand thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. 
Wad hoe came out the same hour. And when her masters zaw that the hope 
of their gain was gone, thay caught Paul and Silas and drew them.inte the 
market unto the rulers” and had them severely whipped and imprisoned. 
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Wo also read of many instances in the life of the Sayigy in which persgus 
possessed uf unclean spirits reeoguized Him and deelared His character, and 
some of them asked What have we to do with thee! In stil] other cases 
wwe are told that on casting these evil spirits out of persons ee nh 
the devils to speak because they knew Him.” 

Many instances might be related of the Elders being, recognised, by, the 
Saints or recognizing each other on meeting for the first, time, but these 
might be aecounted for by the natural congeniality or affinity existing 
between kindred spirits. A case of this kind vas related to us à short sine 
by one of the Elders now laboring in England. He formerly labored in the 
Glasgow Conference, and while passing along a street of that city one even- 
ing he espied a young man some distance abend of him who appeared to be 
hesitating. and undetermined which way to go. He had never seen him 
before, but he immediately felt impressed that he was a Latter-day Saint 
‘Elder. As he advanced towards the young man the latter caught sight of 
bim, and with a look of joy upon his face started to meet him, and, holding 
out his band for a friendly greeting, exclaimed, “You are a ‘Mormon’ Elder!” 
“Yes,” replied the other, and so are you!” Then each proceeded to intro- 
duce himself, and marvel at the chance meeting and strange recognition, for 
they had never before met. The young man then explained that he had been 
laboring in one of the Conferences of England, and fluding an opportunity 

of visiting Scotland, had availed himself of it, but without taking the pre 
caution to obtain the address of any of the Elders or Saints located there. 
The result was that he landed in Glasgow a total stranger, and was in a quan- 
dary as to what course to pursue when the fortunate meeting occurred which 
‘we have already described. 
- Without: indulging in psychological speculations such as perplex without 
‘tending much to, enlighten men of' the world, over the phenomena we 
have alluded to, the Elders of Israel may be consbled with the thought that 
there are unseen powers operating to bring about the accomplishment of the 
Lord's purposes. ‘If the Saints do their duty fully and thoroughly they ma 
rest assured that tbey will guin their reward and that the Lord will make up 
what they lack the ability to do in warning mankind of eoming Jndgmenks 
and placing the means of salvation within one reach. t buginie a 


BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE -A will be held: at Bit 
mingham in ‘Hockley Chapel, Hunter’s Vale, Hockley, on Sunday, the 24th 
of June, the meetings to commence at 10.30 4 m. und 230 aud 6.30 * 
Turn John Henry will attend. 


_— 


— “DISTRICT MEETING AT PRESTON.—Meetings of the Preston and 
Blackburn District, of the Liverpool Conference, will be held on Sunday, 
June 17th, 1883, in the “Mess Rooms,” Starkie Street, off Winkley Square, 
ae Service to commence at 10.30 a.m. and 230 and 6.30pm, 

John and other Elders from are tobe 
) 
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ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 
— — 
SAFE VOYAGE OF EMIGRATING SAINTS—BIRTHS ON THE way. 
From a letter received from Elders Ben. E. Rich and J. J. Walser, rie 
on board the S. S. Nevada, Muy 26. 1883, we cull the following: 


As we are now approaching New York, we will endeavor to give you a short report. 
of our journey, and the condition of our company up to the present. 

„After leaving Queenstown on the 17th, the good ship Nevada goon steamed out inte 
the open sea, favored by fine weather and a light but favorable breeze. The sea bi} 
beautifully calm, and continued so until Saturday evening, when the breeze stre 
and the waves commenced rolling. Our people, most of them, had had a tast “of ‘the 
unavoidable sea-sickness and become well again, but this night and the following Sunday 
made a great many sea-sick again. Monday the 21st was.a‘fine day again, and the sickly 
and wo-begone looks soon gave way to cheerful countenances. Since then we have been 
favored with fine weather, with the exception of a little fog on crossing the banks of 
Newfoundland. The health of the company in general is very good. 

„Captain Bremner, the doctor, the officers and stewards of the vessel hove bern kind 
and accommodating, and have spared no pains to make our trip across the Atlantic as 
agreeable as possible. Brother Charles Holt, of the London Conference, also deserves. 
inention for his diligence and faithfulness in caring for the English Saints in the steerage. 

„Oy the 21st we received an addition to our number by the birth of a fine boy, the son. 
of Martin and Catherine Grimm, German Saints. Mother and child are doing remarks. 
ably well. 

During our passage we have held a number of meetings. The Swiss and German Sainte: 
held theirs at 7, and the English Saints at 8 p.m. The Spirit of God was richly diffused‘ 
in these meetings, and the speeches and testimonies of the brethren were short and. 
spirited. 

Yesterday, at 2 p:m., the pilot came on board, which event was hailed with joy by all. 
To-day everybody is on the lookout for the first glimpse of Columbia’s fair shores, but we- 
are not expected to reach New York before evening.” 

On Sunday, May 27th, they write aguiu: 

We reached the quarantine last night at 12. This morning one of our Swiss sisters 
gave birth to a fine, healthy boy. We landed in the dock at 8 am. Brother Hart bas 
come on board, and gives us the pleasing information that we will proceed westward this 

evening. The company are all well, and we feel ates at e 
we have had.” 


i 


IMPROVED PROSPECT OF A CROP—CAUSES FOR GRATITUDE. 


Elder Wm. Jefferies, of Grantsville, Tooele Co., Utah, writes to us under: 
date of May 19, 1883, as follows: 


Since I last wrote you we have had vonsiderable rain in the *** and snow in tho 
mountains, making the prospect fur raising good crops much brighter. On the whole we: 
are favored with a beautiful spring, for which our prayers regularly ascend to our: 
heavenly Benefactor. Surely we should rejoice, for we enjoy the choice blessings of the 
holy Gospel of the Son of God, as well as the blessings of mother earth. But take these 
blessings from us—take away our cause for gratitude ; deprive us of the privilege of 
exercising gratitude ; rob us of the inexpressible plegsure it produces in the grateful heart; 
let the necessity cease to exist for expressing gratitude to God, thereby depriving us of 
the exquisite pleasure the expression affords us, and what a wretched condition we 
should be in. No blessing from Ged, no heart made glad with the choice’ blessings of 
heaven, no gratitude ascending daily, like sweet incense, to heaven, and not a particle of 
joy welling up in the heart of our heavenly Father, red by the heart-felt thanks of 
His ever-grateful children, and what a horribly unnatural cendition of things would 
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exist ! And suppose we are blessed with ä thine of earth and heaven, as we 
acknowledge we are, and we fail to acknowledge the hand of the Giver, and do not 
% praise Him from whom all blessings flow,” what is our condition? What will de our 
condition? And what are the feelings of our heavenly and indulgent Parent! a 
all try to escape the sin and condemnation of ;ingratitude !” 


AN AGED LADY RECOVERS NER HEALTH ON BEING BAPTIZED—A THREAT. 


Elder Henry Leyland, writing from Reedley Hollows, near Burnley, June Ist, says 
that he and Elder W. S. Tanner are holding out - door meetings at every opportunity and 
distributing tracts. At Over Darwen they baptized an old lady in her seventieth year, 
who has been sick and crippled for several years. She walked part of the way to the 
water and all the way back, à distance of four-and-a-half miles, and the next merning 
was going about her house as sprightly as a young girl and happy as a lark, and declared 
she felt as if she had been made anew. He also mentions the fact that they had met 
with some opposition in holding out-door meetings at Blackburn, and one man went so 
far as to threaten to have Elder Tanner poisoned in order to prove whether he was proof 
against its effects or that he was an impostor, even if it cost him a hundred pounds to do 
40. The Elders are not at all alarmed at the threat, but continue their labors and look 
for good to result from their persecution. 


AFFAIRS IN THE WELSH CONFERENCE—ELDER JENKINS SICK. 

President David n writing from Merthyr Tydfil, Wales, June 2, 1883, 
says: 

J and three of the 13 have just come in from our month’s ‘ out’ through the 
Districts. I found a letter here from Brothers W. D. Williams and L. J. Mantle, who 
are laboring down in Pembrokeshire. They left here nearly four weeks ago, and have, 
@ince that time, been traveling mostly among strangers, stopping wherever night vver- 

took them, and holding out-door meetings by the way. They say large crowds gather to 
listen to them, but do not take much interest. a ee ewan 
another month. 

„Brother Reese and I have been traveling together. this month ; we have traveled 
‘through a good deal of the country, and held out and in-door meetings at every opportu- 
nity. We generally have a large crowd to listen to us, and have not been insulted on 
any occasion; We called te see Brother Stagg, at Cefncribwr, and held meeting in his 
house; there are prospects of some embracing the Gospel, and we may yet organize a 
small Branch there. We also took a trip to Ogmore Valley, a place we have not been 
to before, and found a few Saints and some who think to be Saints some day. 

As I had not heard from Brother John Jenkins for some time, I thought I would 
take a trip to Neath to see him; I found him suffering very much with a bad-ehest, and 
it is with the greatest difficulty that he breathes sometimes. He does not feel dis- 
couraged, and would not have let me know about his condition if I had not gone down. 
He thinks he will get better, and is in hopes that he will be able to fulfill his mission. 
He is doing a good work in distributing tracts and visiting among the people. He makes 
‘his home at Morriston, near Swansea, among his relatives: I intend to be down there 
next week, and if he gets no better I shall let you know. All the other brethren and 
‘inyself are enjoying good health and feeling well in our ! 


or ELDER „A! 
55 „a Jos. MeMurriu writes to us as follows from Glasgow, June 4, 1883: 
„In thankful to say that all the Elders are alive to their duties and are seeking 
earnestly to bring the Gospel before the minds of the people, and, with one exception, 
all are in good health. Elder John McQuarrie, I. am sorry to say, does not improve in 
health, but continues to fail. He has proven himself up to the present time to be a man 
‘of God, and has been faithful in the discharge of every duty that has been placed upon 
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him. He has won the confidence and respect of his companions in the ministry and of 
the Saints generally in this Conference, by his straightforward course. His desire is to 
remain in this land and to continue his labors in seeking to spread abroad the Gospel; 
but, in my opinion, it would not be wisdom for him to do so. He did not wish me to say 
anything to you about his sickness, but I could not feel justified in remaining silent any 
longer. Brother John is slowly but surely giving way to the climate of this country, aad 
the longer he remains here the worse it will be fur him. I feel to strongly recommend 
his immediate release. He has not desired it, but I would feel condemned in my own 
feelings if I did not pursue this course. I consider, under the circumstances, that Elder 
McQuarrie should be released, and that his return home would be just as honorable now 
as the return of any other of the Elders who have been permitted te labor longer. My 
blessing, and the blessing of all the Elders and Saints in this Conference, will accompany 
him, should you deem it wisdom for him to return, and, fot une, I most earnestly hope 
that he may leave this land at once, before the climate impairs his health any more.” 


ELDERS MOBBED—NOT DISCOURAGED. 

President Isaac Green, writing from Bristol, Jane 4, 1883, says: 
IJ and the brethren here are laboring to the best of the ability God has given us for 
the interest of his work in this part of the country. We have held several ov: door meet- 
ings, and have preached to very attentive congregations of from one to two hundred 
people every time, with but one exception. We had walked out from Bristol about three 
miles to aplace called Hanham, and after distributing some tracts and advertising our 
meeting, we met at the place appointed and found à large body of people numbering 
some two or three hundred. We found, also, a large crowd of drunken aud disorderly 
persons who had come for the purpose of breaking up eur meeting, and who acted in a 
very ungentlemanly and intolerant manner. Shortly after we had commenced preaching 
to the people on the first principles of the Gospel, one man, by the name of Allen, 
shouted out that they did not want to hear anything about Noah and Lot, all they 
wanted to know was about Brigham Young and his fifty wives. This appeared to be 

the key note of the uproar, which became very persistent, so much 80, that we found it 
impossible for us to proceed with our meeting any longer, as we were being pushed 
against the wall by the crowd and in other ways treated very disagreeab!y. We with- 
drew as soon as we could do so conveniently, and in as good order as possible, when the 
crowd followed us at least half à mile, and pelted us with tufts of grass and stones and 
other things, One stone, weighing more than a pound, strack Brother Rhees in te 
c, which, of course, was not very pleasant. 
e shall’ continue to prosecute this labor of out- door preaching as 
7 ane ‘and we trast, by the blessing of God, to do some good in — 
We have commenced a systematic distribution of tracts in this city, which we think will 
| he a very valuable aid in presenting our principles to the people. Some hanest 
have been added to the Church, and the prospects are. geod for more bapticme. Many 


thanks for the fine many valuable den““ 


CHANGES om — OUT DOOR  AUDIENCES—A NEW. 
DISPARITY OF FEELING ON THE TWO: ISLES. | 


President Jos. A. West writes from London, June 5, 1883, as follows: . 2 


Through the treachery of an under tenant wo have been deprived of the nse of the 
dan recently rented for the Lambeth Branch, and for a few Sundays, or mitil another 
ball ‘cam be obtained, will be compelled to hold our meetings in Battersea Park. Last 
Sandy the brethren had a glorious time there. Between thres and; four hundred gatheded 
at Out meetings in the evening) end about two hundred in the afternoon, A great cpirit 
ot enquiry was manifested at the close ef each service, and a bumber bf perbdas wade 
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— other evenings of the week, but also to go into the Victoria, eee - a Batter- 
„ben Parks on Sunday evenings as well. For this purpose each of the London Elders will 
be accompanied by a few of the local brethren, and leave the in-door meetings in the 

hands of those who remain. We think this course will enable us to do much more good, 

as but few strangers can be induced to attend our in-door meetings, while hundreds will 
listen to us upon the streets and in the Parks. Heretofore our Sabbath open-air meet- 
_ ings have been held between the afternoon and evening services, near our halle: but this 
hour is not so suitable, neither are the places usually resorted to so popular as the Parks; 
- hence the change... 
I returned from Hampshire on Friday last, having a Priesthood: meeting to attend 
7 here on Sunday. I left Elders Wright and Willoughby on the Isle of Wight, and Elders 

Atkin and Piekett industriously pursuing their labors in the upper part of Hampshire. 

This makes four Elders in the Hampshire District, when formerly there was but one. In 

fact, throughout the London Cenference we now have wbout twice as . Elders em- 

ployed as a year ago. 
At Portsmouth, on Thursday evening, we had a very slim meeting, but among the 
number present there were a few Spiritualists, I did not know of their presence until 
after the meeting was over, but I felt irresistibly impressed to dwell upon the rise and 
development of Spiritualism in this dispensation. At the close I had a conversation with 
one of them, who remarked that it was somewhat singular that I should be led to speak 
upon the very subject, that had been uppermost in his mind for many weeks, and about 
which he was even then greatly exercised. He said a number of Sunday school teachers 

„in a leading church at that place had been holding nightly seances with ya spirits, and 

all were of the impression that the manifestations received were a direct fulfillment of 
the prophecy of Joel, wherein the Lord, speaking of the latter days, says; ‘And it pe 
come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh,’ etc, He con 

. fessed that he had den deceived, and that henceforth he would have poping more to * 

„with Spiritualiam. 

During my absence T also met with another religious phenomenon—a } woman claiming 
to be Jesus Christ. She has issued, a proclamation ‘To the church and all the world,’ 

_jamnouncing herself to be the second appearing of Jesus, the Christ, of God, the Bride, 
dhe Lamb's wife, the God-mother and Savior,’ and calling upon all the “children of men 
to believe and come to her, or suffer the dire and lasting judgments which will overtake 
them. She claims to have the marks of the nails upon her hands and feet, and a a gentle- 
man with whom I conversed upon the subject (an ex- mayor of Byde,). Aid they were 

oertainly visible upon her person, for he had seen them, The proclamation sets forth 
that Jesus comes as a woman in this dispensation because it is necessary, to make all 

a things complete, that thers should be boch a male and a female Christ. Before He 

2 the, God. -fataer, and ud he comes as the God-mother. At present she about ene 

7 hundred followers, comprising people af both sexes. They have things ‘common 
and live in dne large tent, eating and sleeping under the same canopy. Many people 
from the surrounding neighborheod visit them at their present home, near Lymington, 

Hampshire, and, finding them destitute, as they are not an industrious people, they give 

them mony; fearing that possibly there might be some truth in what they say. One 

gentleman told me that he and his son had already given them about one hundred and 
fifty pounds. 

“Tt is a singular fact that whereas our announcement of the mission of Joseph Smith 

on the Isle of Man a couple of weeks ago, seemed to atir all classes from centre to cir- 

„ Gumfetence, the same message to the people of the Isle of Wight and Portsmouth, 

„ a week later, was met with comparative indifference, I fear the adversary 
that: got, — — hold upon these people among whom such impostures 
obtain, than upon those of the Isle of Man, who. se madly opposed us; and I am con- 
„ Adent that if halle could be had, much mere good esuld be dene among the than 


private appointments to me: he Hider while others promisec to attend our in-door 
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the former. I have written a number of letters to Douglas, asking the use of a hall on 
any terms for our discussion with Mr. Johnson, but so far the replies have been adverse. 

*‘ T shall arrange to spend my time till emigration season in the country districts with 
the new Elders. We have ordered fifty thousand of those leaflet tracts, entitled ‘ Which 
is Right,’ for general distribution at our out-door meetings.” : 


MISSIONARY “WORK AMONG THE INDIANS. 
Tue Deseret News contains the following’ summary of a ahebbde delivered 
by Apostle Brigham Young i in the Assembly Hall, Salt Lake City, on the 6th 
of May, 1883: 

He said that in company with Apostle H. J. Grant he left this city on the 
Sth of January last, for the purpose of visiting the people of the southern 
country, more especially the Lamanites in Colorado. Their first visit was to 
the people in the San Luis valley, Colorado. There were not many Saints 
in that country, but they seemed to enjoy the Spirit of the Lord. They held 
a number of meetings there, which were well attended by outsiders as well as 
‘Mormons.’ The climate of San Luis Valley was much colder than in Utah, 

and the country was not so good for agriculture as this. The spirit of the 
Indian Mission seemed to rest upon the young men, as many of them had 
begun to study the Navajo and other aboriginal languages. While travel- 
ing among the, Indians they met a young Ute who had been receiving 
remarkable manifestations or visions. He described the persczege who 
appeared to him, and also the manner in which he was dressed. He told 
them this personage instructed him to go to the *‘ Mormons,’ and they would 
baptize him and tell him what he should do. He also related many other 
striking things which he had seen and heard. They found the Iudians quite 
scattered, there being many small springs which were only large enough for 
two or three families. There were many, splendid farm-sites in Arizona, if 
reservoirs were built to store water {vi irrigating purposes. The Moquis 
Indians were a very peculiar people. They did not take kindly to white 
men, and it was a diffioult matter to get them to listen to an Elder. 
maid; however, that they preferred the. Mormons' to any other »whites who 
had come among them, as they ulways told them the truth. The Moquis 
„were one of the lowest and most filthy races of Indians, and it would be a 
| t work to eivitize them unless the Lord should show His power in their 
half. The Navajoes were a comparatively cleanly and intelligent race. 
There were ruins in Arizona which showed that a superior race once inhabit- 
2d that country. The mission of the Elders’ to the Indians’ was’ to teach 
to be at peace with all mankind... Preaching the Gospel to Indians was 
“mach different to preaching to civitized. who in 
principles contained i in the Bi Bible.“ 


Brother Parkipaon to discuss with him the doctrines of * * 

Huld prove them unscriptural. The. as accepted, and wil be 
beld in the Christian’s Meeting House, Wesley ‘off Claughton Roed, Birkenhead, 
on Tuesday, June 12th, cemmenciag at 7.45 p.m. 
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